
Assistive 
Technology 
and the IEP

Assistive Technology in 
Individualized Education Programs

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a 
written document that outline’s a child’s goals, 
supports, and services based on their needs. It 
is developed by the child’s IEP team. IEP teams 
must consider if a student needs Assistive 
Technology (AT) devices or services for a free 
appropriate public education. This should be 
done at IEP team meetings. The team may have 
enough information to make an AT device and/or 
service determination. If it does not, the team 
will need to gather information or agree to have 
an AT evaluation to decide. A parent can also 
request AT or an AT evaluation at the meeting.

Questions the IEP Team 
Should Consider

• What does the student need?
• Does the IEP team have 

enough information to decide?
• Is a formal AT evaluation 

needed?
• Should we try different types 

of AT to see what works?
• Where will the student use 

the AT?
• Do we need to collect or review data about AT use?
• Are AT services such as training for the student, staff, 

or parents needed?

If the IEP team decides the student needs AT, 
make sure the AT and any AT services are listed on 
the student’s plan as well as any details that will 
be helpful for the implementation of the AT.

Your Roadmap for beginning 
the AT/IEP Process

START You have concerns (or think) that your 
child may need AT and/or AT services:

1
An IEP meeting should be scheduled to 
discuss AT devices and/or services.
NOTE: A parent can request an IEP meeting.

2 Make sure staff familiar with AT will attend 
the IEP meeting.

3 Discuss AT concerns at the IEP meeting and 
share any information with the team.

4
An AT evaluation may be needed or data 
collected if there is not enough information  
to make an AT decision.
NOTE: Sometimes it can take time to 
determine appropriate AT when it is not clear, 
it is ok to ask the district questions about the 
process to determine AT needs.

5
AT decisions are made by the IEP team.
NOTE: A school district cannot deny AT  
based on cost alone.

6 Needed AT is documented on the IEP.
NOTE: Review the description of AT in the IEP.

STOP A prior written notice should be 
issued with AT decisions. 
NOTE: If issues come up, another IEP 
meeting can be requested to review.

Need Help?
If your child has been denied AT at 
school, contact Disability Rights 
South Carolina for assistance.

info@disabilityrightssc.org
www.disabilityrightssc.org
1-866-275-7273




